AFTER   EVEREST
is in store for them. Before many years have passed,
these same little girls will have become temple women
each with a small room adjoining the wall of the temple ;
and thus the religion of the country, the very power which-
ought to uplift the people, is actually supported by pander-
ing to the lust of the worshippers.
Miss Carmichael and her fellow-workers at Dohnavur
have rescued hundreds of high-caste Hindu girls from this
life, and the work that is done there, with its building-up
of fine Christian character and its insistence on the highest
standards of love and friendliness and service, is the best
bit of mission work I have ever seen. Doubtless those who
work in that Fellowship could tell far more than I of this
evil side of India's popular religion ; but enough has been
said. I have no wish to write a sanitary inspector's report
on the lines of some books that have been written recently
on the subject of India. If one is on the look-out for evil
one can find plenty of it in any country. But I would
consider that I had failed to give a true picture of Indian
life and of India's needs if I had omitted to mention this
typical way in which man, from high beginnings, has evolved
a popular religion which appeals to the basest instincts of '
mankind, and exploits them to its financial advantage.
In many parts of India, happily, this temple prostitution
is now illegal. But in India the law is often evaded, and I
personally know several temples which carry on this
nefarious practice, though in such a way as to evade
prosecution. If anyone wishes to wallow in accounts of
the degraded side of Indian life, they can read such books
as Mother India, The Land of the Lingam, or Queer India.
Personally, I deprecate such wallowing—he who does it is
in danger of becoming as degenerate as the mire in which
he wallows. The present volume is written from the motive
of a deep love of the Indian people, with the sole purpose of
giving a true and unbiased picture of Indian life. I want
to introduce my readers to the good things as well as to the
evils of India. But there are some evils which cannot be
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